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1. The 17th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN

Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP17): Great Advance

towards the Establishment of a New International Framework

1. Participation of Japan in COP17

H.E. Mr. Hosono, Minister of Environment, H.E. Mr. Nakano, Parliamentary

Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Kitagami, Parliamentary Vice-Minister for

Economy, Trade and Industry and H.E. Ms. Nakano, Parliamentary Vice-Minister for

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery participated in the 17th Session of the Conference

of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

(COP17), which was held in Durban, South Africa from November 28 to December

11.

2. Japan’s message in COP17

Japan attended COP17 aiming at agreeing on a clear pathway towards the

ultimate goal: “expeditious adoption of a new, single and comprehensive legal

document which will establish a fair and effective international framework in which

all major economies participate”, and the commencement of necessary works.

During COP17, Japan contributed to the progress of the discussions by making a

constructive proposal such as the establishment of a new working group.

Minister Hosono explained, in his statement in the High Level Segment, that

Japanese Government and people continue to make utmost efforts on climate

change issues in spite of the national crisis: the Great East Japan Earthquake.

Furthermore, Japan announced such as “Japan’s Vision and Actions towards

Low-Carbon Growth and a Climate-Resilient World” (Appendix 3) and proposed

“African Green Growth Strategy – Towards Low Carbon Growth and Climate

Resilient development (Draft Elements)” (Appendix 4) as one of its initiatives to

tackle global warming. Japan also announced manifested that it will steadily

implement 15 billion dollars Fast-start Finance pledged up to 2012.

3. Japan’s evaluation of the outcome of COP17

Japan welcomes the series of decisions adopted at COP17. This meeting has

brought significant outcome, in line with Japan’s stance, such as clarifying the
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pathway to the establishment of a new legal framework in which all economies

participate. In particular, it welcomes the establishment of the Ad-Hoc Working

Group on the Durban Platform, which was based on the proposal made by Japan

during COP17.

Concerning the operationalization of the Cancun Agreements, steady outcomes

were achieved such as the basic architecture of the Green Climate Fund and the

formulation of guidelines of measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) for

countries’ emission reduction measures.

Japan remains committed to make utmost efforts to arrest the global warming.

2 Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda Attends the G20 Cannes Summit:

Developed and Emerging Countries Cooperate to Overcome

Short-Term and Medium- to Long-Term Global Economic Issues

The G20 Cannes Summit was held on November 3 and 4 in Cannes, France. At

the Summit, broad-ranging discussions were held among leaders with focus on the

European sovereign debt issue and other global economic issues, and the Leaders

adopted the Communiqué, the Cannes Action Plan for Growth and Jobs, and the

Cannes Summit Final Declaration.

Japan expressed its position mainly on the following matters through the

Summit: Concerning the European sovereign debt issue, Japan praised the

agreement in Europe in October, while stressing the importance of expeditious

implementation of the agreement; Japan conveyed its intention to provide the

necessary cooperation, contingent on decisive and coordinated action by Europe

and its partners. Japan also pointed out that while it is making utmost efforts

towards recovery and reconstruction from the earthquake, the historic strong yen

presents downside economic risks, and it is important to cooperate to ensure

exchange rate stability so as not to induce excessive fluctuations or disorganized

movements. Japan also expressed its determination towards fiscal consolidation,

explaining that it would put into action a comprehensive reform of social security

and tax, including a gradual increase in the consumption tax and that the

Government would submit the bills by the end of FY2011 to realize these policies.

At the same time, Japan emphasized its intention to formulate the “Strategy to

Revitalize Japan” and pursue both economic growth and financial consolidation. As

regards emerging countries, Japan affirmed that a response through the IMF’s

lending mechanism and a regional framework could play a vital role in maintaining

the supply of liquidity and prevent the spread of the crisis. Furthermore, from the

perspective that it is necessary to improve market transparency and stockpile at

the regional level in order to prevent volatility in the commodities market, Japan
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explained its support for the ASEAN Food Security Information System (AFSIS) and

its emergency support of $50,000 for Thailand through the ASEAN+3 Emergency

Rice Reserve (APTERR). In view of the importance Japan places on invigorating

regional trade through infrastructure improvements, Japan explained its

cooperation for strengthening the ASEAN Connectivity and presented its intention

to hold the 5th Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD) in

2013 in Japan.

At the Cannes Summit, the Leaders welcomed the decision by European

leaders in October that aims to solve the European sovereign debt issue, and urged

early implementation. Moreover, under the shared recognition that global demand

should be rebalanced (from external to internal demand, and from public to private

demand) to ensure medium-term growth, it is meaningful that the Cannes Action

Plan for Growth and Jobs was formulated, and the policies that each country will

adopt were formulated. In addition, productive discussion was also carried out on

such issues as development, trade, global governance, agriculture, energy, social

dimension, and corruption. Regarding trade in particular, amid increasing downside

risks to the global economy, it was also meaningful that an anti-protectionism

message was issued and that agreement was reached on the need for attempts to

advance negotiations, including fresh approaches, for the Doha Development

Round.
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